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SUBJ: REVOLUTION DAY SPEECH BY PRESIDENT BAKR 

1. SUMMARY: REVOLUTION DAY SPEECH BY PRESIDENT BAKR SUMMARIZED 
IRAQI CURRENT PREOCCUPATIONS BUT BROKE LITTLE NEW GROUND. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. PRESIDENT BAKR'S REVOLUTION DAY SPEECH ON JULY 16 USED STRONG 
LANGUAGE IN ATTACKING SYRIAN REGIME POR ITS INVOLVEMENT IN 
"IMPERIALIST AND ZIONIST SCHEMES POR COMPROMISE SETTLEMENTS ’ 

AND FOR SYRIAN ATTEMPTS TO "UNDERMINE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE AND 
LEBANESE PATRIOTIC MOVEMENT". ACCORDING TO BAKR, SYRIA'S ACTIONS 
IN LEBANON ARE A "SORDID LINK IN THE CHAIN OP AMERICA'S POLITICAL 
COMPROMISE SCHEMING". HE DESCRIBED THE "COMPROMISE PORMULAS" AS 
AN "AMERICAN IMPERIALIST ATTEMPT TO REARRANGE THE REGION IN SUCH 
A WAY AS TO OPFER GUARANTEES TO AMERICA'S VAST MONOPOLY 
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INTERESTS, BACK UP THE PRESENCE OF THE ZIONIST ENTITY AND SEE TO 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


IT THAT THE MAINSTREAM OF REGIMES AND CONDITIONS IN THE RGION IS 
DIVERTED IN FAVOR OF RIGHTIST AND COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY FORCES 
CLOSELY ALLIED WITH AMERICAN IMPERIALISM." 

3. BAKR WAS CONCILIATORY TOWARDS THE KURDS AND PROMISED TO 
DOUBLE AND REDOUBLE IRAQI EEFORTS TOWARDS AUTONOMOUS RULE, THE 
FULFILLMENT OF THE AMBITIONS OF THE KURDISH PEOPLE, AND THE 
PROMOTION OF COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT IN THAT PART OF THE COUNTRY. 

4. IN DISCUSSING IRAQ'S INTERNATIONAL ORIENTATION, BAKR STRESSED 
NON-ALIGNMENT AND IRAQ'S IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH ASIAN, AFRICAN, 

AND A NUMBER OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. BAKR CRITICIZED WITH "UNEQUAL 
RELATIONS " BETWEEN "SOME" ARAB COUNTRIES AND "WORLD FORCES" 

WHIP HAVE DAMAGED THE REPUTATION AND POSITION OF THE ARAB NATION. 
MOREOVER, HE ADDED, THE RELATIONS OF "SOME ARAB QUARTERS" WITH 
THE IMPERIALIST FORCES THREATENS THE FUNDAMENTAL INTERESTS OE 
THE ARAB NATION. IRAQ THEREFORE BASES ITS INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS ON "CORRECT DIFFERENTIATION BETWEEN ENEMIES AND FRIENDS 
AND ON A RIGHT EQUILIBRIUM IN THE INTERNATIONAL FIELD". IRAQI 
RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION WERE BRIEFLY DESCRIBED AS BASED 
ON THE 1972 FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION TREATY AND AS HAVING 
DEVELOPED OVER THE PAST YEARS WITH THE STRENGTHENING OF TIES OF 
FRIENDSHIP, MUTUAL RESPECT, AND COOPERATION. 

5. IN COURSE OF SPEECH, BAKR ANNOUNCED SOME FINANCIAL CONCESSIONS 

IN THE FORM OF INCREASED ALLOWANCES FOR FRONTIER GUARDS, ENGINEERS, 
AND WORKERS ENGAGED IN ARDOUS JOBS. 

6. COMMENT: SPEECH SUMMARIZED IRAQ'S CURRENT PREOCCUPATIONS, 

BUT BROKE LITTLE NEW GROUND. IRAQI REGIME'S CONTINUING ATTACKS 
ON SYRIAN REGIME AS U.S. PUPPET DOES NOT PROVIDE AUSPICIOUS BACK- 
GROUND FOR IMPROVEMENT OF USG-GOI RELATIONS. ON OTHER HAND, 

SOVIET UNION RECEIVED LITTLE MORE THAT RITUAL NOD AND COMMENT 
ABOUT "UNEQUAL RELATIONS WHICH HAVE DAMAGED ARAB NATION" WAS 
OBVIOUSLY AIMED AT SOVIET BLOC AS WELL AS AT WEST. DESIRE FOR 
IRAQI ROLE AS INDEPENDENT, NON-ALIGNED ACTOR ON INTERNATIONAL 
SCENE WAS PROMINENT FEATURE OF SPEECH. 

7. IN FACE OF CURRENT SLOW DOWN IN DEVELOPMENT SPENDING, BAKR 
PRUDENTLY SOFT PEDALED USUAL LITANY OF ECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENTS. 
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INSTEAD, HE EMPHASIZED ENDURANCE, SELF SACRIFICE AND SENSE OF 
DIGNITY AND ADMITTED THAT THE CHOICE OF BEST WAY TO APPLY 
SOCIALISM WAS OPEN TO LEGITIMATE AND NECESSARY DEBATE. 

8. BAKR'S CONCILATORY STATEMENTS TOWARDS THE KURDS WILL NO 
DOUBT BE RECEIVED WITH CONSIDERABLE SKEPTICISM WITHIN KURDISH 
COMMUNITY UNTIL REGIME TAKES CONCRETE STEPS TO IMPLEMENT ITS 
LONG PROMISED PLANS FOR REGIONAL AUTONOMY AND FOR ECONOMIC 
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